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he 8x60 Mauser cartridge was a

product of the post-World War I
era. The 1918 Versailles peace treaty
between Germany and the victorious
Allies limited the number of rifles and
the amount of ammunition for the mili-
tary 8x57mm cartridge (Peace Treaty,
Part V, Section I, Chapter II).

To legalize the great number of sport-
ing arms in 8x57, the Mauser Works (or
according to others, H. Utendorfer)
designed the 8x60 sporting cartridge.
The case of the new round was 3 mil-
limeters (mm) longer than the military
round. Lengthening the chamber from
57mm to 60mm was a simple chamber-
ing job.

Soon after its inception, the cartridge
became available with a rim and was
known as the 8x60R for tip-open, sin-
gle-shot and double rifles and combina-
tion rifle/shotguns. Many of the older
rifles had .318-inch bores, both in the
rimless and the rimmed versions. This
was in contrast to the .324 inch or “S”
caliber in more recent pieces. To avoid
dangerous pressures in the .318-inch

rifles when firing .324-inch bullets, the
round was manufactured with both the
.318 and the .324-inch “S” bullets.
Ammunition packages clearly indicated
which bullet type was contained
therein. RWS (Rheinisch-Westfalische
Sprengstoff A.G.) produced a high-
velocity magnum load and DWM
(Deutsche Waffen und Munitions Fab-
riken) loaded a powerful load called
Magnum Bombe. With special powders
and bullets these loads exceeded the
velocities of the standard (non-mag-
num) loads by about 400 to 500 {ps.

In our tests we were concerned only
with the 8x60 rimless cartridge using
.318-inch bullets. The loads reported
here would be suitable for loads with
.324-inch bullets but only in 8x60S
rifles.

In his 1930 book Jagdwaffen, Preuss
listed loads for the 8x60 Mauser. Later
loads by RWS, Norma and Barnes
(Cartridges of the World) do not differ
greatly from the original loadings and
are limited to one bullet weight and
shape: 196-grain roundnose. F. Datig’s
Cartridges for Collectors (1956) gives
the original load at 2,443 fps with the
196-grain, .318-inch bullet. DWM as-
signed it the number 542.
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The cartridge has been discontinued
since January 1, 1962. Stoeger’s
Shooter’s Bible (1963) still listed the
standard DWM factory load at 2,580
fps, along with Berdan-primed cases
and suitable bullets. Some published
loads by other sources are listed in
Table L.

The test rifle was an original Obern-
dorf Mauser sporter. The 23.75-inch
semioctagonal ribbed barrel has a twist
of 32 centimeters, 12.6 inches in one
turn. It has a basic fixed iron sight for
100 meters with folding leaves for 200
and 300 meters and finely adjustable
double set triggers.

Originally proofed in Germany, it was
later reproofed at the Birmingham
Proof House in England for a 196-grain
bullet with 53.0 grains of nitrocellulose
powder. The load was visibly em-
bossed on the barrel’'s lower side just
ahead of the forearm’s Schnabel.

Cases were easily made from .30-06
Remington-Peters (R-P) and Winches-
ter-Western (WW) once-fired brass.
First the cases were full-length sized in
the .30-06 die. Next, they were trimmed
somewhat longer than 60mm and the
shoulder was pushed back in an 8x57

The (1) .30-06 is shown with the shoulder moved back
and the neck opened to .318 inch (2) and trimmed to
60mm. The finished 8x60 (3) with a 196-grain round-
nose is shown with the .30-06 (4) for comparison.
Below, test loads featured the Barnes 180-grain spitzer
softpoint, DKT 196-grain roundnose and the RWS 196-

grain roundnose.
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Mauser die until the bolt closed firmly
on them. Of course, the cases could
have been sized in the proper RCBS
8x60 die, but such was not available. In
our die we replaced the .324-inch
expander with a .318-inch plug. The
case was trimmed to about 0.5mm
short of its proper length of 60mm
(2.35 inches), then primed and charged
with powder and bullet.

RWS and DKT 196-grain roundnose
bullets were used in most of the tests
because the rifle was proofed for that
bullet weight. We also tried Barnes
180-grain spitzers. (These 180-grain
bullets are no longer available from
Barnes.)

We selected moderate to slow-burn-
ing powders: IMR-3031, IMR-4895,
IMR-4064, IMR-4320, IMR-4350, IMR-
4831 and H-414, all with CCI 200 Large
Rifle primers. All test loads were fired
in three-shot strings using iron sights
at 50 yards from a sandbag rest. A
PRO-TACH chronograph recorded
velocities 15 feet ahead of the muzzle.

The 196-grain bullets grouped better
than the 180-grain spitzers. RWS 196-
grain bullets averaged one inch, DKT
bullets averaged 1.23 inches and the
180-grain Barnes bullets averaged 1.56
inches.

IMR-4831 gave the best group, .79
inch, followed by IMR-4064 at 1.02
inches. The other powders performed
pretty much the same: IMR-4320 at
1.34 inches, IMR-4350 at 1.56, H414 at
1.62, IMR-4895 at 1.66 and IMR-3031 at
1.75 inches.

Case capacity when filled with W-760
powder to the mouth ranked: R-P, 61.8
grains; RWS, 62.5 grains; and WW, 63.0
grains. Group size by case brand was
1.17 inches for R-P, 1.37 inches for
RWS and 1.47 inches for WW cases.
Cases held up well for at least five fir-
ings without showing signs of stretch-
ing, primer pocket expansion or case
head separation.

The most accurate combination was
the 196-grain bullet driven at 2,332 to
2,397 fps by 54.0 grains of IMR-4831.
This combination appears close to the
53.0 grain nitrocellulose load with the
196-grain bullet at its original muzzle
velocity of 2,450 fps. Our load printed
a .79-inch group 3 inches high at 50
yards, a 2.25-inch group 7 inches high
at 100 yards and a 3.5-inch group 2
inches high at 200 yards, all with the
basic 100 meter open iron sights. Accu-
racy with the 196-grain bullet was still
good with speeds of 2,500 to 2,590 fps,
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but the groups printed about 6 to 7
inches higher than point of aim at 50
yards. All 180-grain spitzer bullet loads
printed 10 to 11 inches high. The
impact could have been easily cor-
rected with a scope, but not iron
sights.

With the proper bullet and powder at

the right velocity the rifle proved to be
very accurate, even with open sights.
Field performance of the 8x60 falls
between that of the 8x57 Mauser and
the 8mm-06, and the velocity is not
much less than that of the venerable
.30-06. It would be quite adequate for
North American game up to and
including elk and moose. ®
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Table I
bullet powder
(grains)

196 roundnose softpoint N-203
R-5
IMR-4895

200 roundnose softpoint IMR-4064

160 semispitzer softpoint IMR-3031

charge velocity source
(grains) (fps)
49.9 2,559 Norma
46.9 2477 Preuss
49.0 2,570 Barnes
525 = Sharpe
47.0 2,700 Donnelly

Comparative Case Dimensions

Table II

diameter length to total
cartridge case shoulder
rim base shoulder shoulder neck length angle
(inch) (inch) (inch) (inches) (inches) ({inches)
.30-06 AT73 A70 A4 1.948 2111 2.494 17°16'
8x57J 473 470 434 1.815 1.933 2.240 20°48
8x60 473 470 431 1.898 2.009 2.338 20° 48'

Loads for the 8x60 Mauser

Table 111

overall
loaded
bullet powder charge length velocity group case
(grains) (grains) {inches) {ps) {inches)
180 Barnes spitzer IMR-3031 50.0 3.180 2,656 2.00 R-P
| 45.0 2277 1.50 WW
IMR-4895 51.0 2,634 225 R-P
| 46.0 2,300 1.62 ww
IMR-4064 52.0 2,646 .87 R-P
| 52.0 2,620 | ww
48.0 2,315 1.37 |
IMR-4320 53.0 2,787 1.75 R-P
l 53.0 2,717 1.87 ww
48.5 2,437 1.50 |
196 RWS roundnose IMR-4350 53.0 3.188 2,246 1.00 R-P
H-414 53.0 2,325 1:25
IMR-4831 54,0 2,397 Vi)
196 DKT roundnose IMR-4895 49.0 3.155 2,419 112 R-P
IMR-4064 51.0 | 2,521 .50 !
| 51.0 3.135 2,637 1.50 ww
IMR-4320 52.0 3.155 2,589 .25 R-P
52.0 3.135 2,555 1.00 ww
52.0 2,596 1.50 RWS
495 2,461 | I
H-414 53.0 2,442 2.75 ww
[ 51.0 2,336 .87 RWS
IMR-4350 53.0 2,239 212
IMR-4831 54.0 2,332 .87
! 2,334 GD Www
Be alert — Publisher cannot accept responsibility for errors in published load data.
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